
¿Volunteer with Free UniversEity? 

What is this? 

 Free U is the idea that we can all learn with and from each other everything that we need to know in 
order to survive and thrive as community. 

 Free U already exists everywhere all the time inasmuch as the above statement is true. 
 Free UniversEity is the title of a particular project that is meant to serve as a place for people to 

connect who resonate with the idea of Free U. 

The Free UniversEity is an intentional networking effort with the focus of manifesting the idea of Free U. 
Through participating, you will: (1) participate in growing a gift economy/mutual aid network where we 
will ensure all of us have all that we need based on the principles of community and sharing 2) 
participate in growing systems of survival and self determination that are immune to the failures of 
centralized economic planning 3) contribute to the deepening of our collective knowledge 4) transform 
the Free UniversEity 

What's this got to do with me? 
With an education system that is not directly controlled by the people, and which funnels us into a job-
market even less controlled by the people, our livelihoods are in constant jeopardy if we are without 
alternatives to education. This project directly concerns all those interested in a world free from all 
oppressions and open for the flourishing of self determined communities. This project directly concerns 
all of those who understand that reliance on colonized and corporatized food systems, medical care, 
schooling, transportation and housing industries—not to mention massive mining and oil extraction 
projects globally—has us all on a track of impending doom and that we must act collectively and 
concertedly in order to manifest the world we do want in the face of a world tending toward permanent 
warfare and incarceration. This project concerns all those who seek a world in which many worlds fit, 
one in which we can all be ourselves, and to move beyond the singular and fascist world of "There is No 
Alternative" currently being imposed by the robber barons and their mercenaries through military 
occupations, mass incarceration, deportations, genocide and/or forced assimilation. 

Potential areas of focus for volunteers for Free U: 
This is a brief breakdown of 7 potential categories for individual participation in the project of the Free 
UniversEity. These are meant merely as aids to help get folks started in considering some possibilities for 
ways which can and are building the infrastructure for autonomy and to find easy ways to plug into 
particular areas of focus. If there is something you would be interested in contributing to the project but 
it does not seem to fit into any of these categories, please get in touch anyways. It is also important to 
note that any given project is likely to (be able to) simultaneously fall into more than one area of focus, 
which makes perfect sense considering they are all interconnected. It is also possible and probable that 
participation in any one of the following categories directly implies your participation in multiple other 
areas of focus. Nontheless, this list of focuses should help us in thinking systematically about making sure 
we are sharing everything we need to be. 

Communications infrastructure: Identifying, finding and growing communications infrastructure to be 
used in the transmission and promotion of activities, news and conversations related to Free U. This 
includes but is not limited to the web, physical publications, radio, word of mouth networks, phone banks 
and beyond. 
 
Space Sharing: This area of focus is on identifying, finding and growing ways that we share access to 
spaces with one another. This aspect is crucial because all of the activities that take place as part of Free U 



must happen somewhere, and it is best if that somewhere is freely shared space—physically, monetarily 
and emotionally. 
 
Gardening, Food Preparation and Distribution: We all need to eat and we need to make sure there is 
enough food for everyone and everyone is fed. Our food systems are in crisis, so we need to grow much of 
this food ourselves. We all need to know how to prep food and nourish our bodies. We also need ways of 
getting food to each other physically. Food is medicine. 
 
Water project: As human animals on earth, our bodies are mostly water and our planet is also mostly 
water. We need water for pretty much everything. The sacred waters connect all life and so we must care 
for the health of water. Mycoremediation (aka healing water with mushrooms), water collection, water 
storage, water transportation, understanding water and much more are all potential focuses. 
 
Community safety project: Creating community safety in ways that understand all people's many-
faceted experiences with safety and a lack of it, including state sanctioned and interpersonal violence. 
How can we keep safe physically from those that would harm us while also having processes for dealing 
with conflict among those we consider part of our own community in ways that need not leave inevitably 
to exile or violence?  
 
Healthcare, Self care, Community healing: Cross disciplinary and holistic way of approaching the 
concept of health in ways that appreciate traditional and indigenous knowledges as well as what makes 
sense to apply from dominant contemporary practices. Focusing on respecting our own myriad 
conceptions of health and sickness and working toward sharing and collectively developing all that we 
need to make real our ideals of health. 
 
Research: While all categories necessarily involve some form of research or another, this is for those 
primarily interested in continuing collective investigation into concepts, methods, and practices for 
research which are explicitly anti-colonial, self-critical and reflexive, and contributing to our capacities 
for self determination. This area of focus is mostly concerned with questions of how research is done, 
how it can be done, what it is and with sharing knowledge with folks who want to learn how to research 
for purposes in accord with Free U. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering with the Free UnviersEity in any capacity: 

Contact: FreeUniversEity@gmail.com 

See: http://FreeUniversEity.wordpress.com/  


